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Abstract

Technology is the sum of the ways in which social groups manipulate order in the 

world to achieve their ends. It is central to our well-being and vital for our future 

survival. Our future is thus inextricably bound up with the future of machines. Their 

future development is considered from a coherent point of view in terms of the 

fundamental concepts of information and agency. Machines and human agents are 

compared and contrasted in an overall framework of information and agency, and it is 

argued that, for the foreseeable future their roles in society will be complementary. 

Limits to, and threats posed by, the continuing evolution of such a society of agents 

are examined.
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